
 
 

September 11, 2020 
Dear Parents, 
       Thank you so much for all of your support the first two weeks of school!   Our class 
spent the first week together in large group activities getting to know each other, learning 
how to navigate our GoogleClassroom and Seesaw, and learning how to be a virtual 
learner.   

This week, we started our small group Math and Reading instruction groups.  It has 
been fun learning about your child, seeing all their awesome academic abilities, and 
getting to know their personalities.  I am looking forward to helping your child learn and 
succeed this year, and I hope your child is enjoying the activities and lessons we have 
been completing so far this year. 
          Next week, I will begin adding in Science and Social Studies into some of our whole 
group times and some of the asynchronous times throughout the day. I am also working 
on setting up “break out” rooms with Mrs.S so she can also help support our students 
when they are working on some of their asynchronous activities during the day.    
 In Language Arts this week, some of the students have been learning their sounds 
using the Jolly Phonics program. We have finished the first 4 sounds this week (s,a,t,i,).  
Reviewing the sounds each night before reading a story is a great way to help your child 
recognize the letters and sounds we see and hear in books we love read.  Some students 
have been working on their reading comprehension skills and identifying the main 
characters, problem, and solution of their books.  These are great story elements to ask 
your child about each day when they read a book.  Another fun asynchronous activity to 
work on at home is practicing the sight word and alphabet cards that are in your child’s 
material box.  Reviewing the letters and sight words each day will add to your child’s 
success in Reading! 
 In Math this week, all of the students began using Zearn. Their individualized group 
lessons will include a daily problem that I will teach them strategies to solve, a fluency 
activity, and then their asynchronous online Zearn lesson.  During their online lesson, they 
will have a Number Gym review activity, a fact fluency activity, a Math Chat or Learning 
Lab that reviews our group lesson strategies, and then a Tower of Power activity that 
evaluates their understanding of the day’s lesson and problem solving strategy.  When 
your child completes his/her online lesson, please send me his/her completed exit ticket 
from the Zearn Journal.  You can submit this to me by photo in an email or you can add a 
picture of the exit ticket to your child’s Seesaw journal using the Chromebook camera and 
the Add button in Seesaw.   
 
Thank you again for all of your support, patience, and understanding as we work through 
technology issues, and the creation of our permanent schedule for daily group work and 
activities.  I know virtual learning is a huge adjustment for everyone, and I am so very 
proud of how well your children have adjusted to it, and the progress I am already seeing 
in each and every child! 

 
Have a great weekend! 

Miss Jen Hottendorf 


